Dr Fryer and Dr Carerl

dition that they maintained a certain force, kept
only half the proper number of men, and
pocketed the profit. The huge army ate up all
the provisions for miles round, and if ever its
communications with Northern India were
intercepted, as was often done by the daring
Mahratta skirmishers, it was in the utmost
danger of starvation. It is not, under these cir-
cumstances, surprising, that Aurangzib was
soon afterwards obliged to relax his grasp of
Southern India, and despondently to lead back
his luxurious and demoralised host to Ahmed-
nagar.

Careri had a most interesting interview with
the leader of this remarkable army of occupation.
On March 21 he was admitted to the presence
of the aged emperor, now verging on his eigh-
tieth year. He saw an old, white-bearded man,
of low stature, slender, and bowed with age,
with a long nose, and a pronouncedly olive skin.
He was clothed in plain white muslin, and wore
a turban adorned with a large emerald. Sur-
rounded by his omrahs, and supporting himself
with a staff, he was receiving petitions, which he
read without artificial aid, and personally
endorsed. His cheerful and smiling countenance
seemed all the time to indicate that he took
pleasure in what he was doing. Aurangzib
chatted afiably with Careri, and took considter-
able interest in the news which he brought from
Europe; and finished by requesting him, as he